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ms Search for Evidence
- Nets Forty-Nine Amus-
ed Beauties and Host
of Angered Relatives.

By ED DUFFY.

,“ ATRIMONY
M Bridge” spans the

Atlantic: The sole
“owner of “Matrimony
«Bridge” is Congressman
l *Manuel Herrick, the Okla-
homm For forty-six sum-
-~ mers this bridge, leading to
marita.l happiness, has con-
. fronted Mr. Herrick.
'4 Every sweltering day of
+those summers the present
' Congressman Herrick toiled
. in single blessedness. Those
- years of labor have brought
him wealth and fame, for he
..is known in every corner of
his home State as the
grower of Herrick’s Giant
Yellow Corn.

There was a\'time when “Mat-
rimony Bridge” had the bases of
its spans firmly riveted in Amer-
ica. The time has passed, and
today “Matrimony Bridge” is the
only one which stretches across

| the broad Atlantic. Congress-
\ man Manuel Herrick is thorough-
ly disgusted with American ‘girls.

“When I think of marrying I shall
go abroad,” he has told his friends.
“But that bridge is ahead, maybe
far ahead, and I will cross it when 1
come to it. I will not ampll.fy that
statement, interpret it as you may.
Suffice to say that my recent expe-

riences have not been pleasant."

So "“Matrimony Bridge" remains
1o be crossed, and when the former
Oklahoma farmer first experiences
the roll of the tossing Atlantic, his
feet on the deck of a real ocean liner
in the middle of the water which his
bridge does span, then, and only
then, may the world look to see the
departure of the wealthy farmer
from single blessedness.

PROVES A BOOMERANG.

The “investigdation” which Con-
gressman Herrick undertook, so sure
of obtaining evidence to place before
the Judiciary Committee to support
his bill showing that aspirants for
beauty honors have been made vic-

, tims of mashers, proved to be a
boomerang. It threw a national spot-
light on tha letter he wrote to pretty
girls of the District, supposedly
opening a contest for his “whole
séul love.”

_ The net result of his “contest for
love"” investigation may be judged
best by the forty-nine amused givis
who recelved the letter, eight indig-
nant mothers who resented his at-
tentions to their daughters, two
angry husbands who threatened him
with physical punishment on ac-
count of his letters and one firate
father, who visited him for “personal
satisfaetion.” Mr. Herrick skilifully
avolded serious conflict. =

A ROUGH DIAMOND.

" Congressman Herrick, his friends
. may, is not the *“bold, bad West-
. o_rnor” he has been painted. He is
fot the “primitive cave man' some
" Washington girls imagined, as they
"read his . passionate ‘‘contest for
' Jove” letter recently.
!  He is but a farmer. “Mild-man-
' mered, good-natured, great-hearted—
. but crude, very crude,” sald the
., mother of a Washington girl whom
“he has called on, recently. Bhe con-
: tinued: *Congressman Herrick is a
. diamond-in-the-rough, and oh, so
very rough at times. But it is be-
: cause he is only a farmer—like a
‘Big ocountry boy, just coming to a
strange big city.”

This is the consensus of opinion
in° Washington, following the sud-
den revelations made in the néws-
papers about his *beauty contest.”

The gentleman from Oklahoma is
yet bewildered about it all. He can-
not understand the columns the
néwspapers have been printing
wovut nim and his activities. He
s A steange, fearful expression on
his face, and attempts fle when
the battery of newspaper photogra-
phers and moving picture men con-
front him for their daily “shots.”
18 TOO KIND.

“The irvable about it all is I'm

© too full of the milk of human kind-
ness,” says the former Oklahoma
farmer. 1 am tryipg to help the
‘pretty young girls who might be
fured away from home by ‘moral
lepers’ and their like.

"1 wouldn't marry any of those
girle -that answered my letters. I
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was merely trying to gain evidence
to lay Jefore the Committee on Ju-
diciary when, my bill to help such
girls, by prohibiting beauty contests,
comes up, If I ever think of marry-
ing now, I'll go abroad. That bridge
will be crossed when I come to it.”

The natlon’s Caplital was set agog
recently when news of the *‘Con-
greasional beauty contest, conducted
by Farmer Manuel Herrick, who
had introduced a bill prohibiting
such’ contests in Congress, was
printed.

“l have been censured for writ-
ing such a 'letter to those girls,"”
says Congressman Herrlck, "It was
done because such steps had to
be taken to galn irrefutable evl-
dence for the passage of. my biil
The reason I offered the ‘whole-
souled love of a handsome, wealthy,
influentla] scion of a noble family’
was because the girls needed bait.

“It was just like in fishing. I
had to have bait tn get their rea.
‘plies. The letter succeeded in its
purpose, because I got many more
than the eight replies the papers
sald I got. Byt 1 dn't go to see
more than a few of the girls. I
did that to talk to them and ex-
plain my pulpose,

“One person - tried to blackmail
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me, It 18 true that I s=a to see
Miss Anna Ellizabeth Niebel, the
Century roof chorus girl, twice.
But the public does mnot know
that she wrote a postscript to my
letter, saying she would like to
meet me sometime.

“She called me up and asked me
to coma to her house the second
time. I had asked her to come to
my office. SBhe refused.

“As I mat in the Niebel parlor,
I kidded her along, belleve me,
She was kidding me, why shouldn't
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I kid her. I told her I &d not ap-
nrove of the stage.
“But the Amaerican people have
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taken my motives wrongly. T am
s moral man, and wouldn't harm
any girl. I have two weaknésses.
One s for talking too much. I
have trusted everybody before I
came to Washington. Here every
time I tdlk I get into trouble. Now
1 intend to talk only when Mr.

Lawrence O'Dea, the detective I
have empleyed to look after my in-
terests, tells me to.

“The other weakness i3 for falling
for hard luck stories. I have given
away $64,000, a goodly fortune, in
my life. It went to help men down
and out. I lost much more in help-
ing people who were taking ad-
vantage of me. Persons on Capitol
Hill owe me money. Last weak
I gave §76 to charity, The public
doesn’'t know that.

Mr, Herrick has sxperienced the
lite of a country politiclan, prosper-
ous farmer, rough and ready cow-
boy, business man, and now sits in
Congress. He claims to have been
elected by the largest vote ever
polled a Congressman from his dis-
trict. His polities are Republican,

.“" FN n“.
rick was anything but a
‘father’ to me. On three
occasions he
that I marry him. He
suggested an elopement,’’
says sixteen - year-old
Elizabeth Shorey, at
whose home the Okla-
homan once boarded.
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and the Congressional Record says
he was elected by 21,287 votes to
23,405 for his Democratic opponent
and 3,304 to the Soclalist opponent.
One of the secrets which are treas-
ured by the Congressman is a for-
mula for the cure of dropsy. It ia
his own formula, and he will not
give it out. "It im worth a fortune,
I am glad no one else knows it,”*
he says. ‘““The magic formula will
some day be given free to the world,
to ald sclepce and humanity,” he
says,
LOOKS TO WHITE HOUSE

One of Congressman Herrick's
pet references are to his “political
énemies.”  To the doors of these
same ‘“‘scheming
lays many of the reports, tales and
rumors that have been circulated
in ths Capital about him.

“Why they even sald I was once
in an insane asylum. It is not true,
for 1 was never committed toan In-
stitution. - I adnfit being different
from the city people but I was never
insane. 1 absolutely deny the story
that has been printed that I once

held up a train with a wooden gun.
Someone started. that around the
oity. Tt 18 not true, for 1 am a
moral man and would never under-
take to hold up a train.”
Congressman Herrick aspires.to
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the White House, according to ‘talk
in the Capitol. One paragraph of
his Jetter to the beautiful girls of
the District of Columbia, read:

“The girl who is the winner in
this contest will have the Jove of &
man whose love will be so great that
if that was the one and only price
that would purchase your gwn soul
salvation he would ransom your
soul out of hell with the price of
his own. This man ownsg one of the
highest offices in the nation and
will, at & time not to exceed eight
years, hold the highest.”

Miss Anna Niebel claims Mr. Her-
rick told her he would be content
to remain in Congress for the next
eight years, but at the end of that
time he would run for President, be
elected by an .overwhelming major-
ity and would reside In the White
House. In the same breath he is
supposed to have . offered her his
love, and to have proposed marriage
when they both found they were
suited to one another.

Miss Elizabeth Shorey, a sixteen-

year-old girl, alleges that Con-
gresaman Herrick wanted to marry
her.

When Miss Elizabeth BShorev's
name was mentioned to Mr., Her
rick he nodded his head as in re-
gret and sald:

“I am sorry for that dear 'little

HERRICKASHE

SAW HINSELF WHEN
HE WROTE T0 GIRLS

HERRICK, who

offered himself as the capital

prize in his own beauty contest, de-

scribed himself in letters to pros.
pective entrants as follows?

“lI am the last scion of a noble
family who lost their political
power during the overrunning of
Burope by Napoleon the first, apnd ..
whose family has not become ex-
tinet, except for myself.

“Left practically an ' orphan in
infancy, T faced a cold and cruel
world penniless and alone, and after
overcoming super-human obstacles,
have fought my way to wealth and
power, and am now lee.kll'l‘ a bride
worthy of my love,

“No young lady should hesitate
to enter this contest because ghe
may think herself too-young to be-
come & wife, for if any such should

. enter the contest and me the win.-

ner, the marriage would be cheer-
fully deferred until she should have
attained sufficlent age.

“Against my body and against
my soul there rests no moral stain
for I have kept my soul and my
body free of all moral stain in order ,
that I may look my virgin bride
in the eye without guilt and shame
in my heart.

“The girl who is the winner In
this. contest will have won the love
of a man whose love will be so
great that if that was the one and
only price that would purchase your
soul salvation, he would ransom
your soul out of Hell with the price
of his own.”

girl. It is true I offered to edu
cate her, but not to marry her.
I did like her, and wanted to re
move her to school. But she would
not agree to my conditions, and
so I dropped the matter. 1 have
not seen her since.”

GOT CIRCUS SEATS.

Elizabeth Shorey tells a story
of one night when Congressman
Herrick took her to the circus.

“It was a big day to him, when
the ciréus came to town,” she said.
“He asked me to go with him. I
went, but we found people in line
‘to get tickets. They sold out of
all the tickets before Mr. Herrick
got his. He was indignant, and
demanded to see the manager.

“The manager came out, and Mr.
Herrick gave him one of his cards.
He was told no seats were to In
had. Well, Mr. Herrick raised a
row and threatened to introduce a
bill in Congress prohibiting cir
cuses. We got the seats, and |
guess they put two poor persons
out to get them for us. We had
a very poor time, though.”

Herrick is regarded by his col-
leagues as a well-meaning “eccen-
tric accident.”

“Look at his bills in Congress,”
gald one. “‘One 1s to prevent elec:
tion frauds. Another is to stop
beauty...contests, which he really
believes to be hurting the young
girls of today. The Sother would
make many homes happy, for it is
designed to bring liberty bonds to

Beautics Who Were
Figures in Contest

MRB. THELMA SPENCER

O'BRIEN, indignantly denied re-
ports that she had been in Con-
gressman Herrick's office. Her
husband had on two occasions
threatened Mr, Herrick, when 1t
was discovered a girl had imper-
sonated Mrs. O'Brien. 'Bertie May
Rogers was instrumental in hav-
ing the “bheauty contest" activities
of Mr. Herrick investigated.

Mrs. Iola Bwinnerton answered
the supposed “decay” love missive
with a genuine decoy., and when
Manuel puid his romantic visit he
was confronted by her husband.
The mother of charming Margaret
Gorman refused to allow her
daughter to enter m “contest for
love.™ o

Miss Mary mm denled
gigning an apology to Mr. Her-
rick, and it was discovered n po-
licewoman had taken her name.
Miss Irma Maybury turned the
“love contest" Invitation over to
the postal authorities. A

“Handsome Manuel Herrlck,”
face 80 _per cent perfect, and néxt
to him is the beautiful Anna Eliza-
beth Niebel, 1370 Harvard stroet
northwest, whom Congressman
Herrick sayse he was “kidding
along” \when he made love to her
on two occasions.

Bread Sells at 2 Cents
A Loaf at South Bend

SOUUTH BEND, Ind.,, Sept. §.—
Bread is being sold ut the cheapest
price ever olfered here—two cents a
loaf.

It has dropped from fifteen cents
to five and oneshalf cents and two
conts per loaf, according to size, as
a result of the price-slashing War.
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